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What can the individual citizen—from a political left minority, with little to no programming skills—do to resist
tropical authoritarianism fed by online misinformation? In response, notes (and not answers) from a three-
year process of performative research on the ideological troll as archetype, profession, and socialized
(gender-fluid) behavior, set to the backdrop of the Philippines under Rodrigo Duterte (a.k.a The Punisher).
Duterte’s allegedly “benevolent” dictatorship is characterized by policies that promote state-sponsored
violence, institutionalized misogyny, and neocolonial loss of sovereignty promoted through grassroots and
astroturfed online mobilization, disinformation, and, of course, trolling.
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